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maiden Iamt>6 caused Demeter to smile, when the latter
was afflicted with melancholy over the loss of her daughter;
and woe to the man who met these women! for he became
the victim of the most scornful mockery and sarcasm. At
Halimus, in the sanctuary of Demeter, the mysteries were
celebrated by night; the following day was spent in taking
purifying baths in the sea and in playing and dancing on
the shore. After enjoying their freedom here for a day or
more, the women set out in a long procession for Athens,
while priestesses bore in caskets on their heads the Thesmai,
or the laws of Demeter, whence the festival took its name.

The remainder of the celebration took place in the city,
either in the sanctuary of Demeter or on the Pnyx, which
was on this occasion exclusively turned over to the women
for the celebration. The first day after their return was
called the "day of fasting,11 for during the whole day the
women sat in deep mourning on the ground and took no
food whatsoever, while they sang dirges and observed
other customs common in case of death; they also sacri-
ficed swine to the infernal deities. The rites of the next
day were of a more general character. The name given
the day was " Cailigenia," signifying " bearer of a fair
offspring/' and on this day they offered a sacrifice to De-
meter and prayed her to give to women the blessing of
fair children. We know but little of the sacrifices, dances,
and merry games which occupied this final day of the
festival. This worship of Demeter was one of the most
elevating influences in the social life of Athens; and the
Thesmophoria was but a prelude to the celebration of
the Eleusinian mysteries, into which women as well as
men were initiated.

The ceremonies at Eleusis seem to have consisted pri-
marily in a dramatic representation of the beautiful legend
of Demeter and Persephone, from which many moral